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PREPARING BUILDINGS FOR COLD WEATHER
TOP THREE RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Conduct Pre-Winter Facility Inspections
A comprehensive inspection allows Public Works, School Facility Directors, and Parks and Recreation staff to identify
issues before temperatures drop. Key actions include:

• Roof and Gutter Inspection: Clear all gutters/downspouts; check for ice-dam risks, flashing failures, and
areas of ponding.

• Building Envelope Review: Inspect windows, doors, seals, and insulation for drafts or moisture intrusion.

• HVAC Assessment: Ensure heating systems are operating efficiently, filters are changed, and thermostats/
sensors are calibrated.

• Emergency Equipment Check: Test generators, battery-powered lighting, and ensure adequate fuel supplies.

These actions can help reduce freeze-ups, ice dams, costly water damage, and unexpected heating failures.

2. Implement a Pipe-Freeze Prevention Plan
Pipe failures are one of the highest-severity winter losses for municipalities. Recommended measures include:

• Insulate Vulnerable Piping: Focus on unheated mechanical rooms, attics, crawl spaces, garages, and exterior walls.

• Maintain Adequate Indoor Heat: Keep temperatures above the recommended minimum (usually 55°F or
higher, depending on system design).

• Monitor Temperature & Water Flow: Use IoT sensors, when available, to detect low pipe temperatures or
abnormal water usage.

• Protect Seasonal or Vacant Buildings: Shut off and drain water lines or implement temperature-monitoring
alerts. Consider adding glycol to the heating system.

These actions can help prevent major water-damage claims, Indoor Air Quality issues, mold growth, and building 
service downtime.

3. Strengthen Snow & Ice Readiness Around Buildings
Exterior hazards increase significantly when snow and freezing rain arrive. Building-focused actions include:

• Prioritize Walkways and High-Risk Areas:  Focus on unheated mechanical rooms, attics, crawl spaces, garages,
and exterior walls.

• Ensure Proper Sand/Salt Storage & Calibration: Keep temperatures above the recommended minimum
(usually 55°F or higher, depending on system design).

• Establish a Clear Response Plan: Use IoT sensors, when available, to detect low pipe temperatures or abnormal
water usage.

• Post-Storm Inspection Checklist: Shut off and drain water lines or implement temperature-monitoring alerts.
Consider adding glycol to the heating system.

These actions can help prevent major water-damage claims, Indoor Air Quality issues, mold growth, and building 
service downtime.

Next Steps 
For questions or requests for additional property risk management services, please contact Tanya Red, Senior Risk 
Management Consultant, at TRed@ccm-ct.org.
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