
COMMON FINDS: Eye Wash and Shower Stations

BACKGROUND: 

Municipalities and school districts 

alike may use corrosive chemicals 

to maintain their equipment or to 

keep their buildings clean. Though 

these chemicals can be integral to 

keeping employees safe, they create 

an obligation to provide eye wash 

and shower stations to reduce the 

risk of eye injury. OSHA 29 CFR 

1910.151(c) requires employers to 

have a method of quick drenching 

or flushing of the eyes. CIRMA Risk 

Management commonly finds that 

these eye wash stations are not 

appropriately maintained or 

accessible during our Facilities 

Hazard Assessment.

OBSERVATION: 

The eye wash stations shown in the 

Recommendations section are either:

1.	 not clean (see image A), 

2. do not indicate that they’ve

been inspected weekly (see

image B), or

3. have no clear access to them

(see image C).

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Consider regularly reviewing the categories of chemicals present in the workplace 

and job responsibilities to determine whether employees are exposed to corrosive 

materials. If corrosive materials are used in the workplace, ensure suitable facilities 

for quick drenching or flushing of the eyes and body are provided within the work area 

for immediate emergency use. This is often achieved by installing and maintaining an 

eye wash and shower station that is clean, easily accessible, and inspected weekly. Any 

associated policies and procedures should refer to OSHA 29 CFR 1910.151(c) and 

ANSI Z358.1-2014.

OSHA 29 CFR 1910.151(c)

Where the eyes or body of any person may be exposed to injurious corrosive materials, 

suitable facilities for quick drenching or flushing of the eyes and body shall be provided 

within the work area for immediate emergency use.

ANSI Z358.1-2014

• Water used should flow in a controlled, low velocity that is not injurious to

the user.

• Protective covers over spray heads should be used to protect against dust and

airborne contaminants.

• Shower stations should have an easily accessible actuator, and eye wash

stations should have a ‘hands-free’ stay-open valve.

• Both shower and eye-wash stations should be activated weekly.

• Employers should refer to the Safety Data Sheets of their chemicals to ensure

that lukewarm/tepid water can be used.
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